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In connsction with the protracted occurrence of the
Colorado potato beetle (Leptinotarse decemlineata), on the
suggestion of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Czecho~-
alovakian Republic, & conferehce was convened in Pragus
during August of thls year on the aontrol of this pest,
in which representatives of Hungary, the German Democoratie
Republic, Poland, Rumania, Czechoslovakia and the Soviet
Union participated, Our couniry was represented by
Deputy Minister of Agriculture of the USSR G.A. Borkov
(leadsr of the delegation), Chief Agroriomist for Queran-

" tine and Plant Protectlon of the Ministry of Agriculture
USSR V.V. Abramenko and Chief of State Inspectlon for
Plant Quarantine of the Ministry of Agriculture USSR
in the Ukrainian SSR Z.F. Kryachkoe. . '

The protection of potato crops from the Colorado
potato beetle is a problem of great governmental algni-
ficance. For exsmple, in Poland during 1959 more whan
one million heoctares ware treated with chemleal prapara-
tiona to control this pest, for which about L00 miilion
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zlotys were spent. In Czechoslovekis the shemical treet-
mant of poteato piantlngs was performed on an ares of 591
thousand hectares, for which about 4O million koruny wers
sxpended, in the OGerman Democratic Republie - on 590
thousand heotares, in Hungary 325 thousand hectares, and
in Romanis « on 60 thousand heatares.

The sonference sigpaled the necessity of attaching

. state-wide interest to enforeing-Colorado potato beatle

eontrol measures in the partiaipsting lands and of consld-
ering these obliganoky for all producsers of potetoes and
other orops which are attacked by this pest. One estab-
1ished & subdivision of the Herritory into Zones of strong
and partial infestation and bhelia threatened or protected
from this pest, ranging up to 200 km,which horder on the
zone of partisl infestation, . Thn slaggification of
sdministrative districts into one or the other categery

is undertaken by the ministry of agrisculture.

It was recognized that the discovery of the breed-
ing grounds of the Colorado potato beetle should be real-
jzed first of all by the holders of potato plantings.
Weekly inspection of their plots must be required of them
in 11 infested Zones. ‘ .

Bosides this, teams made up of local inhabitanta
should inspect the potato sowings. In strongly infested
zonss two teams of continuous control luspections are
nseded, Chemical treatmentsof the potato plantings are
neceasitated in sueh proportions and concentration here,
as to prohibit large-scale raproduction of &he past.

Tn the zone of partial infestation four to five
team inspections are to be provided in relation to the
number of generations of the pest, and chemical control
until the beetle is completely wiped out. Aside from
the directly infeated fields, the treatment of all the
potato plantings lying within a 300-500 meter radius is
recommended, ' .

In the zonea which are threatened or protectad,
in the advent of Colorado potato beetle bresding grounds
being discovered, radical liquidetiocn methods are sug-
gested - disinfectlon of ths ground in the breeding
areas snd chamical treatment of potato plantings within
& 500-1000 m radius. Having noted the positive role
played by the billateral Joint commission formed in 1958,
the confarence expressed the deslire %o establish at the
SEY a single Joint committee on the control of the Colora-
do potato beestle and the fall webworm (Byphentria cunes),
compossd of specialists from the interested count. las.,

FRaving confirmed the shorteomings of the measures
used to control the Colorado potato beatle im several
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countries of western dnd soith-eadtern Turope, the con-
ferance turned to Turbpean and Mediterranean organizations
for plent protection with the request that this prodlem

be discussed at the next seaslon of the Ruropean Plant
Protection Organization. '
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